Traumatic diaphragmatic hernia: review of 15 cases.
From January 1985 to December 1987, 292 laparotomies were performed for injury in Riyadh Central Hospital. Of these, 15 cases were associated with diaphragmatic injuries (5.1 per cent). The diagnosis was missed in 5 cases (30 per cent) and was incidental (at laparotomy) in 3 cases (20 per cent). Therefore in about 50 per cent of the cases, the diagnosis was not made at the initial presentation. In this paper we stress the importance of maintaining a high degree of clinical suspicion in order not to miss traumatic diaphragmatic hernia in multiply injured patients.